Dear Mr. President,

You also inherited the NATO war in Afghanistan, which is not just a United States war.  The original strategy developed eight years ago was to eliminate the Al-Qaida terrorists from that country.  This has been done.  Reports today show there are less than 100 such terrorists left in Afghanistan.
My suggestion is that you should not make a United States decision on increasing troops to Afghanistan.   This is not a United States decision.  This should be a NATO decision.
My proposal is that you call for an immediate summit of all NATO nations and invite China, India, and Iran to participate.  The problem today in the world is with global terrorism - - groups of fanatics who want to destroy the ways of life in all of the countries listed above.  I suggest this summit be held in either London or Madrid, countries who have also suffered terrorist attacks like, our 9-11 tragedy.
The purpose of the summit is to develop a new global strategy for all countries to work together to eliminate these terrorist organizations.  This is a multi-generational problem.
There is no role for combat troops in this effort. 
Far from a retreat, this is an aggressive positive program with a long range goal to develop the core ingredients for peace, security, and free enterprise, with respect everywhere for human rights.

Sincerely,
E. Cabell Brand
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